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WEST VIRGINIA MAN SENTENCED TO 87 MONTHS FOR SEX CRIME

 
Traveled to Dublin, Ohio following Internet chats 

 
COLUMBUS - Jose Luis Torres, age 52, of Point Pleasant, West Virginia was sentenced 

to 87 months imprisonment followed by five years of supervised release, fined $2,000 and 
ordered to forfeit his computer equipment. The sentence is punishment for Torres' guilty plea to 
interstate travel to engage in illicit sexual activity. 

 
Gregory G. Lockhart, United States Attorney for the Southern District of Ohio; Stanley J. 

Borgia, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Cincinnati Field Division; and 
Dublin Police Chief Mike Epperson announced the sentence handed down October 5 by Senior 
United States District Judge George C. Smith. 

 
Torres was charged following an investigation by the Cybercrime Task Force of Central 

Ohio. A Task Force officer from the Dublin Police Department communicated with Torres in an 
Internet chat room. On December 30, 2004 the officer, posing as a 14-year old girl, was in a chat 
room when Torres initiated a conversation. During that conversation, Torres asked for a photo of 
the girl and inquired about her sexual interests.  

 
From then until March 9, 2005, the two would chat and exchange email regularly. On 

February 8, 2005, Torres said he would get a room at a Dublin-area motel and requested that she 
meet him there after school. 

 
On March 10, 2005 Torres arrived at the motel and checked in. He was arrested 

immediately upon entering his room. Torres was interviewed at the Dublin Police Department 
where he admitted that he had been engaged in sexually explicit chat and email with the officer, 
whom he thought was a 14-year old girl. 

 
"Torres pled guilty in federal court on April 12, 2005 to one charge of travel with intent 

to engage in illicit sexual conduct," Lockhart said. "Since the moment he showed up expecting to 
meet a 14-year old girl, he has been in federal custody. He was remanded to the custody of the 
U.S. Marshals right after he was sentenced and he will be behind bars for seven years." 

 
Lockhart commended the investigation by the Dublin Police officers, FBI agents and 

other members of the Cybercrime Task Force, and Assistant U.S. Attorney Deborah A. Solove, 
who prosecuted the case. 
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